UNITED STATESDEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
Northwest Region

7600 Sand Point Way N.E., Bldg. 1

Seattle, WA 98115

December 21, 2000

Mr. Steve Wright

Bonneville Power Administration
P.O. Box 3621

Portland, OR 97208

Brig. Gen. Carl A. Strock

Corps of Engineers, North Pacific Divison
PO Box 2870

Portland, OR 97208-2870

Mr. J. William McDondd, Regiond Director
Bureau of Reclamation (PN100)

Federd Building & U.S. Courthouse

Box 043-550 - 500 West Fort Street
Boise, ID 83724

Re: Endangered Species Act Section 7 Biological Opinion on the Reinitiation of Consultation
on Operation of the Federal Columbia River Power System, Including the Juvenile Fish
Trangportation Program, and 19 Bureau of Reclamation Projects in the Columbia Basin

Dear Mess's. Wright, McDonald, and Brig. Generd Strock:

Enclosed is the biologica opinion prepared by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) pursuant to
Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) on operation of the Federd Columbia River Power System
(FCRPS), Including the Juvenile Fish Transportation Program, and 19 Bureau of Reclamation Projectsin the
ColumbiaRiver Bagin. In thisbiologica opinion, NMFS concludes that the impacts of the FCRPS jeopardize
the continued existence of listed Snake River saimon. Pursuant to Section 7 of the ESA, this biologica
opinion includes a reasonable and prudent aternative it believes will avoid jeopardy.

Sncerdy,

/S S—

Donna Darm
Acting Regiond Administrator

Enclosure
cc. USFWS, Portland - Anne Badgley, Regiond Director







